THE ROMANCE OF A
DICTIONARY

HISTOIRK DE L'AcADEMiK FnANCOiSK : a'vcc un Abngj des Vies du Cardinal
de Rich<?lieut J^augelas^ Corneille^ Ablancourt^ Mexerai, Voiturc^ l*atrut la
Fontaine^ Boileaut Racine Et autres Illustres Academiciens qui la Competent,

A La Haye, MDCLXXXFUL

IT is not often, in these days, when the pastime of
bibliography is reduced to a science, that one is
rewarded, as one so often was a quarter of a century
ago, by picking up an \inregarded treasure on the
bookstalls. But the other day I really had a
pleasant little " find/' and it was the reward of
virtue. It came of having a tender heart. My eye
caught what Mr. Austin Dobson would call " a dear
and dumpy twelve/' lying open upon other books,
face downward, in the most ignominious posture.
I saw at a glance, from the tooling on its faded and
half-broken back, that it was French and of the
seventeenth century, and that somebody had prized
it once. I could read the lettering AcadSm. Franc.,
and I gave the pence which were wanted for it.
It proved a most rewarding little volume. It was
published at The Hague in 1688, and it was a new
edition of the Histoire de I'Academic Fran^aise.
A preface says that " for the honour of our nation "
(the French, presumably, not the Dutch), the
publisher has thought it proper to issue an edition
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